The free and
democratic world
of West German

witch hunt

From the *free
country’ where

being a radical can be deemed
unconstitutional, a Berufsverbot
Campaigner talks to Comment. He must

The word ‘Berufsverbot” has beeome
widely known in Britain in recent years as.
meaning politbeal discr inn against
progressives. Could you tell us bow it
works, what happens 1o an indisvidual
alfected?

‘Berufsverbot’ means “occupational
ban'. It s a practice of screcning of
wetting applicants for the public services,
and also employees already in the public
servioes. They are put 1.4 s0d1 of political
loyally test. based on compulericed
informatian, collecied by anonymann
informers of the so-calied *Agency for
the Protection of the Constitution’
(Verfassumgsschutr)

o0

remain anonymous,

or the evidence will be
used against hun

whoae yrmpe is phe curved huen
Job applicants have 1o sute u!l rlku

previous  addresses, and
Verfassungsschurz produces .m} 'rmd

teacher who spoke at a conference of the
Scottish Campaign Commiliee against
Berufsverbot in Glasgow last year, then
had an article from the Scorsman used as
evidenos against him.

Officially, the purpose of the so-called
‘hearings’ is 1o estublish the applicant’s
'M\ally to the Constitution” and the
particular circumstances of the case. In
practice, it is wsually just an attempa to
obtaln evidence against the victims and 1o
bully them info ‘distancing” themsclves
from pi % activities or affiliations. If
the i stand by their political
apinions and defend them, or if they
point out that this whole questioning is
unconstitutional, [t b usually held
againut themt.

If the victims fail 10 satisfy the inter-
wiewers, they fise not appointed, or steps
are taken (o dismiss them

the most vicious cases have
occarred in the railways and the Pos
under the direct resporsibility of
a mml\«!cr from Helmut Schmidr’s
cabinst. Some concern ‘employees who
have served for over 25 years - and
actually hold drxunlull\ 1o thank them
for their loyal serv

Disciplinary :n.nunu now being taken

on the grounds of  their
memberships  and  activities in  the
Ceerman Communist Party, Once dismis-
sed, they would not even get unemploy-
ment benclit —there is B0 scheme for
ublic servants whi have been appoimted
“for life’, And with their specialised jobs
they would hardly find orlm ﬁllﬂll)!'
ment, even if i lack -
listed. Many victims of Bﬂ‘ll\lﬂhol and
their fammilics suffer greas hardship.

But here have also been some victories in
your campaign in West Germany. Cosld
you say somelhing about be movement,
amd in particular o what exient col-
leagues of the accused and others (for

ings", they | on them aa for-
mal ‘hearings” which usvally last for
neveral hours.

The ‘lindings’ concern aciivities that
are perfectly legal: membership of demo-
cralic organisations, aitending lefi-wing
mectings, even @odent imion eloctions.
Sometimes the alleged activities dark
back ten or more years, The formal
u..rﬂmu.u; may deal with petitions,
appeal rations. or letters 10 the
press |h.u the applicant may have signed.
Jourmeys to socialist countries that s/he
may have made, demonsiratbons that
ve afiended, ¢.g. against the

etnam, Of nec-nazia —of
increased fares!

Even things like sticnding 8 Commus-
nist garden party, parking a car near o
pub where a communis meeting was
heid, having & friend who is & com-

g
the public aboul ones own caie. A

1 schoal children im the
case of persecuted feachers) have helped?
In some b cases it has been possible 10
obitain the reinsatement or appoimtment
dctima. This is langely due bo 8 consis-
ent and very broad campaign in our
country and 1o the support that we have
been getting from  other countrics,
Action commitiees exist in 300 towns,
and it is mainly a result of that activity
that the media in our country has to pay
constant attention to the problems,
sometimes quite favourably for the vic-
tims, and critical of 1he authorities and
official palicy.
Recemily the  Christian-Dempcratic
government of Lower Saxony considerod
it necessary to justify Berufsverbot in an
Gpage leafler produced by a public
relations  agency. They  distribured
Smm\'ﬂpln. aid for with taxpayers’
marey. It is very crude stull and actually
tries 1o convince the reader that the vic-
tims of Berufsverbol are pursiing the
same aims a5 Dr Goebbels. A few years




g0 they would not have considered this
sort of thing necessary,

Oppositi inut Berufsverbon has
also been growing mside those

ies
u‘hou paliticians invented it. On the one
hand, I-Democratic and Liberal

ministers are still imposing Berufsverbot,
o the other hand many Sncul Drema-

Mo[‘hmlliﬂ'm(h@ﬁmmmm 0
whereas —according 1o the Comstifu.
ton — ml'l;r khg Supreme Constitutional
Court can declare a party un-constitu-
al, The main reason why this was
imtroduced was, in my opi ndnﬂ fear of
the growing strength ol‘ the CGerman
Communist Fm,—md of the marxist and

nd MPs
are taking an active nlrklnlheclml‘alﬂ
Opposition has even been voiced from
Christian-Democrats and even one of the
jmlpa of the Supceme Cnmhlu:luml'l

ent in our country.
A merful movement had developed
L the end of the 60s—for puclear dis-
armament again te of emergency’
laws, against the war in Vietnam, for

om Commlmhl Party of Gcrmm'
(KPD) in 1956,
trade unioms ~ both public sector

ment. In the 60's the neo-nazi NPD held
p t0 10 per cent of the seals in some stae
parliamenss, but  'decree on extremists’
wad ot even ed at that time. Nb
‘meo-nozi hay ever suffered
In some very blatant cases of N'PI)
officials In the public services the
horities for started 10 take
mction, but the courts have akways
thal neo-nazis remain in their
ot Mmlniml
critenberg st
~the NPD shows nohonllllr to n|=
Comstitution”. A Bavarlan r

working class had
strengths in a mnab« of majar unku

fisz - that s one
requirements {or public sﬂu.-e. Why

usions
warricd_about the practice and have
repeatedly 1o diserimi-
natlon nﬂdlh: reinstatement of victims.
e arc, however, aill some reserva-
tions in the trade union mevement
against playing a full part in the political
campaign against Beruliverbot. Most
wictims are active trade unionists, many
‘them holding pasitions in their unions,
80 they are backed up by theér col
The teachers who are victimised are
wsually very dedicated and commilted on
Essues like compeehensive educaion and
m ﬂppurllmllm for children, pun
being good teachers and g
sood lessons, 5o it s not su mln; ﬂuu
in several cases the parents of schocichil-

dren have petitioned for the reinstate-
ment of & dsmissed teacher, In a special
school for ward children, parents

mua\lnoo\ the authoritics 1o count for

child of his only chance by
taking wu)‘ his best tescher for no good
reasan. (I was the s E 1

commaist who has
-wlm‘ n(mrhu e an a telepherss
techmician, 4 mlu.&mr!!’?»ehm

“hearin several howes. Na-
nuw Ll mrmscd s work or persomal.

anwmu.knawmmwﬂr)’w
the Federal Discipiinary Co

o b2 b m e this

which it embership in
the Germas Cnmlmmm Pm,mku ane
as unm for the public service as nl'}‘\lul
handicap or mental deficienc:

l'hlmmmlnlwﬂ from lvﬂ Whut
he and now,

meo-tasi

The official pmm Is that ‘extremiss’
who are ‘hostile 1o the Constilution’
must be “kept out of 1he public serviee
The term ‘hostile to the Constitution’

ot exist in law and is not

does
anywhere; it Is!l:rnlorf\ohlieahlibd-ﬂ

cuse
cowrd, it will hus e o tesr case. {1 he

’pmm wins, Q-r(mw-w will be

The -’IBClllnl):lBOCrmE-’Llheul coali-
tion casne to power in 1968 with slogans
like *‘more d But they were
neither able 10 ‘integrute” the democratic
mOvemiEn?, nor to ;o]ve ihe country’s

shoud

another  peopaganda  argument.
wictim of Berufsverbot has had anyihing
o do with ferrorist activities, or
condoned them in any way. We regard
the terrosist activities in our country
ncither s left nor progressive, They have
served the exreme reactionaries and
often been weil dimed for that end.

Over the last year or sa, ﬂm:lmbm

the suggesibon 1 Berufsverbol has

been relormed. trulh |.l there in

this? How has the Iflﬂ'll CGovernment
ed 1o critichm from shroad?

There has been a lot of talk about
“liberalization”" but it is an attempt 10
mislead the public. The practice of
vesting applicants and banning peophe
from jobs purely for political reasons has
been continued i all the states, and also
government's ares of fes-

pansibilicy.
:mmr \'Imim who were reimstated o
‘ew years ago afier international protests
ha\rmumnwhemmmkmdmmdw
missal = because they comtinued 1
communiss, The Christian Democrag
state governments have i paid misch
auention to the *revis anyway,
Socal Democrar/| Be coalition
of North-Rhine melmlln tried 10 “'hib-

was revived, new kinds of lepran\(
mieasures were invented to avoid act

imposing a ban on the Dhl’ llhln mey
copsi would have hampered their
relations with the socialist countries). Br

they don't like.
¢ writien constitution of the FRG
*Basic Law’) was passed in 1940 and
s Besed o ARH-Mics and demmocealle
principles, For example, it outlaws discri-
mifation m poiticsl grounds, while
an nazi organksations,
Public 'u'\‘unln in the FRO have always.
been required to be “loyal to the Conssi-
tution’ —the 1972 decree lsas not meant

ﬁmw rot&muu the com-

puterised loyalty test with the arbitrary

Democrats lho Movldﬂl the: C%t:lul
ats with h i

what has been called a
* self-incrimination kii*'. You would have
10 state in writing that you have never
belonged to certain organisations. Only
selected cases will be checked by the com-
puter, but if you have made an incorrect
satement you will be dis Thi

enalize'
o yourself

Democrats

naw also belng mﬂnbﬁu
of thelr own party.

One of the aims of Berufiverhot wasio
isolate the German Communist Party.
To us, it seems that they have achieved
Just the opposite, far the campaign
against Berufyverl n-unmu
and internationally, is a very broad o

The government's claim that Bbmll‘
verbot concerns ‘both left and right
eviremists’ B just 3 propaganda sisie.

this sl ay
court verdicts nndnl.ug o
ment of & vietim,

Ml‘l
re-imstale-

effective s protest
m’kluweuwonwmkm
in other Curopean coun-

tries?

Imentioned the re-instatements that have
been cbtained. Sylvia Gingold, for
example, has been given & permanent

M



conract although she Jost her case in
court, B AN gOvErnmEnt can
afford to kgnore it international repu-
wazian — oun neighbours have  every
reason b

Iupmﬂm In the strengest EEC country,
Our governmen a ities cenain-
Iy do take note of the protests
A Christian Democrat MP recently
asked n ihe Bundestag what the
government was doing 1o get rid of the
associution of the aame af the Federal
Republic of Gormany with the nasty
“Berufwverbot . The govesmenl
b}' giving detailed figures on
spent on *Berufs-  anisal
toexist ' propaganda
ing 10 these figures, they
spent £600, mom Hriadn in /975 oy,
We have proofl that our Embassy tses
theservicesof a pubﬂlc!vi.\aqm!uml.ym
this matter, and you why, on
the whale, so listle is memm!ed In the
British media about Berulserbot, We
have no means 1o match this effor, of
course, but there s an active Baithh
campaign committee  againsl  Berufs-
verbot and similar campaigns cxist in
France, Holland, Belgium, Scandinavia
We are aware
T s under which
this work is taking place, plepantiy v
more grateful for .

The Berufsverbol relates 1o the public
xr-mn What jobs does this caver? Iy
here any sign o the practice spresding (o
mrnmal:n«
cent of all employess In
the I-R(.ummme public services in the
widest sense.of the word, that is, for some
Fesderal, provineial state of kocal auther-
ity. We estimaze that mare than 244 mil-

ion people have already been checked by

the computers and some 4,000 cases of

victimization have become known.
Two-thirds of all con-

recently that some university administra-
tions don't seem to have any scruples
about providing mbltnm with confid-

«cern teachers and university peaple, but
wm:unumbnu{mhnoccumnumnlu
also affected, including doctons,
hlicets, SeCrelaries,  cemelery
gardeners, swimming bath atiendants
+.-And 1 have already mentioned the
wx_l:hhuﬂl in the posial services and the
railw;

The smngnn Area Conference of the

16 Metall  (metalworkers  indusirial
undon) - one of the union’s larges: org-
. A res-

’(ln,wu: of

demanded

the abalition of Bemrumbou saying
*"The disastrous effects of the “decree on
radicals” have boen (rlluul\lrlrlhe]wbib:

and even give dmlln wmn previous
political activities of students on the
telephone!  Berufsverbot creates an
simosphere in which such practices
o perfecily *“normal” and

also be seen in connection
humuxuomudg uslons. I:mvluym
organisations have repeatedly descri

trade union demands as “hostile to me
cofstitation™. In a mumber of Berufs-
verbot cases explicit reference way made
to trade unsom activity of victims ar thefr
tpmtt for irade union dmnnd,

Bavarian . representative of a

nullmm} has been reparted to have ba:n
p e.dmg In court for a verdict 1o serve
the trade

services for a long time.
between secret agencies and avthoritics
and private firms fs becoming curren
Ppraciice.  Facls have emer) about
:E;mg on adive trade unionisis, on

bed workess” representatives, even on
the whole workfofee of certain’ com-
panies. This will inevitably have a disas-
trows effect on people’s readiness Io use
their democratic rights o engage in
umion activily, to ght for sﬂclll nnd
political improvements. The trade unions

cannot simply stand by waiching »
dev

A * become known
recently. All Ilumu a( ehected workess”

representatives have been put into the
computer files, For many years Drivate
detective ageneles have been offering
their services to make enguiries about
political activities of employess and
applicants.

exposed

A sudent magarine has

mm:m field" And u schaol authority in
Narth-Rhine Westphalia. (which, inci-
amullr.lmlsoml Democral Minister
of Edscation) appealed ngainst the
reinstatement o u teacher because be:
“'chardelerives. wage negotistions ~ like
the strike and bock-oul in the metal and
printing industries - a3 conflicts between
different social classes. He doss not eon-
sider wage negoliations ximply a matter
of arithmetic, where pay rives and pay
cuts would be considered on equal ferms,
it a5 @ sort of truggie on behall of the
working class, There is no difference
between his views and the views of people
who 1alk aboat the employers dictating

wiges, o would never descril
action by workers' organiiations
blackmail "

Fighting Berufsverbot is indeed a
matter of self defence for the trade union
movement !

BUILD
THE
_RESISTANCE

(.llMMlI'\I. T PARTY 60TH
ANNIVERSARY
National Fund Appeal
Tor £75,000
February 18-March 22

Speed the cash Mow 1o o
Communist Party district affice
orlo 16 King Street, London
W

Quentin Gilven (Commen Febwaary 18),
ained & very imspartani poini re the lack af
discssion within he Communis Party on
s

Watle | 53 not wish i dwell o the
Bipocts of innes-party democracy raised by

Ihe EC
sRrei | e gt §
ke debute there’. Whether oe not
I rvclevan 10 the fac

g & stalemens au before &
‘pre-empied
1he EC

it ks
b 5 Hihe debat
during and af l| -ulll :h cal

[& tic:
ot » Acpate invelvicg the
whode Party which is woerying.

Unfustunaiety the Pary policy and wht
little material b been iwued have failed 1o

rens hembehves 108 b
paints aised by those anpoted 1o, of worrie |
, ths Further devel
oeel ' kel e i
by ol aead poliieal obstions. THS
wani exemplifiod by John Baruch, a member
o the cumasaiee, wriling i Marxisn Ty
in Auguu 1978, Commentieg o0 the views
wapressed by (he Sooitish Campaign 10
Knl\l the Aromic Menace (5C Kp\\hm their
e Dclaration’ be weote: ] ik
eln.w wiews are wrong. |l they are commeet,
they are correct for soxial and political ol
scientific reasons.
ke arems of debate and object hinve

nusmher of

imiange, wha
1. 18 i passible For fiiclea pawes to be




